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PAAVING THE WAY                         
IN KENYA…  

A Note From Wanji 
 

Greetings from Gitombo, where days are very cold since June.  No doubt 
you are experiencing warm summer days.  Life here, in spite of the many 
good things happening at the school, continues to be a struggle for most 
in the community.  The cost of living has gone up tremendously       
deepening the level of poverty in and around Gitombo. There is no 
better lens for seeing the family than thru the children. Seeing the     
children at school in their needy circumstances is one story. Meeting the 
parents is another story. 
I suppose as part of the COVID ramifications, lack of rain leading to     
inadequate harvests, all resulting in lack of meaningful livelihood, has 
left us with very needy parents. Just recently, I had three single mothers 
come to ask for jobs to enable them to pay school fees. While the school 
fees are subsidized, parents still find it hard to pay. We have no jobs! 
What to do with parents who come and say, “I am ready to do any job”?  
 
Whenever I sit and reflect, I see the journey we have been on and     
continue to press on with God.  We keep growing!  Between the school 
of 160 children, Sunday school, 22 boarding school students in primary 
and secondary, 5 of which have graduated and are now pre-college, we 
are educating almost 200 children from Gitombo.  We have a ministry to 
parents, and do a weekly Bible Study for both the teaching and non-
teaching staff.  We may not meet all the needs, but, GOD IS FAITHFUL 
and we are seeing increasingly the positive impact from these ministries.    
 It gives me so much joy to connect and share with you what the Lord is 
doing. Psalm 66:8.   THANK YOU for being a co-sojourner.  I enjoy it all 
and thank God for you making this possible.  I have this overflowing 
hope that together with you, and guided by the Lord, PAAV will continue 
on for his purposes in this community, which eventually can have farther 
reaching impacts!  

The Lord bless you & keep you;                                                                
Chaplain Wanji, President PAAV International Ministries  

Gitombo, Kenya Newsletter  
 



 Tour to Nairobi:  
The Grades 3-6 children have been hoping for a 
tour for quite some time. You can imagine how 
excited the children became when they heard 
that their dream was at last coming true.  The 
idea of traveling to Nairobi, the  capital city of 
Kenya was amazing, considering most had    
never been before.  On tour day, they had to 
wake early. I met up with them at the Children’s Traffic Park, and brought their 

packed breakfast from school. The children enjoyed having a session on traffic rules with 
practical examples.  Our next stop was inside  Nairobi city. The goal was for them to visit 
Kenyatta International Conference Center (KICC) the first tallest building in Nairobi 
with 28 floors. We went into the building and the children had the 
new experience of using an elevator, taking them up to the top 
open floor. Being at the top of the building enabled them to see  

Nairobi City, with other important 
buildings and  places of interest like 
the  Parliament, and the Judiciary 
buildings from above.  Our next 
stop was at the Museum of  Kenya, 
where we had a picnic eating the packed lunch from school. 
You may listen to the children’s verbal report at the PAAV 
Website: www.paav-gitombo.com 

School Physical Activities: 

To keep our learner’s minds and bodies 
active, we engage them in indoor and 
outdoor activities.   Indoors include: 
music, puzzles, block formation,     
counters for pre-primary classes and 
snake and ladder games. 
For the outdoor activities the learners 
are involved in: 
scouting, football,    volleyball, 

ropes, tires 
etc.  
Our relatively 
well equipped 
(for the area!) 
library         

provides books for reading/mental           
activities. Learners also come for Sunday 
school every  Sunday from 2:00pm- 4:30pm 
led by two teachers and two non-teaching 
staff.  

PAAV-Gitombo School Happenings: 

 
 

Our school accommodates learners from 
the community regardless of their abilities.  
We have learners with autism, learning  
difficulties and one with epilepsy. As a 
school we show love to all as we nurture 
and grow their talents and abilities. The   
director of our school has provided          
materials required for smooth learning, and 
we are happy 
that our spe-
cial needs 
learners are 
thriving.  We 
have three 
sets of twins. 
Two of them 
are special 
needs. 

Special Needs:            

http://www.paav-gitombo.com


 

 
 

The competency-based curriculum (CBC) system of education in Kenya focuses 
on the ability of each learner to apply the skills and values in their life.              
Subsequently, the government has rolled out the project of rearing animals by 
the children. In our school we have chosen the rabbits project and have bought a 
pregnant mother for Grades 4-6. The children are excited about the pregnant 
rabbit for which they are responsible, and the babies to come.  

 

On June 29th the Lion’s Sight-First, a    
philanthropic organization in Kenya  

came to our school to do an eye care examination of 
all the children and staff members. The children  
attended the clinic per grade and were assisted as 
needed. The staff members that needed glasses 
were fit with some of the glasses I had  come 
back with in 2017! Thanking God for the 
PAAV donor who had collected the glasses in 

Denver and now being beneficial at PAAV-Gitombo School! We have these 
prescription and reading glasses in school and can use them as  directed by 
an ophthalmologist. Having this eye care at our school was a “to God be 
the glory” moment! 

Lion’s Sight–First:     

Rabbit Rearing School Project: 

 

 
 

Out of a growing need to help guide the young people, we 
formed this group with the motto, “Christ Makes the           
difference.”  On Fridays between 6-10 youth meet for Bible 
Study.  These young people are also helping the children at 
school to read, to play, etc. while they wait to go to College in 
September.  

Five have been sponsored through PAAV. Three have received 
letters posting them to a university college in Kenya. Two will be 
in the Nursing Program, while another has been admitted to do a 

Bachelor of Commerce Degree. We are waiting for the other two to be posted to university or to a          
Vocational School. The Government pays a high percentage of the fees but, the remaining amount is to be 
paid by the parents! However, these young people will have to continue in the Sponsorship Program since, 
their parents basically have no funds for their children’s education.  For their part, these youth are seeking 
ways to do projects that would earn them some upkeep money.   

The situation with the young people in Gitombo and the surrounding areas is worrisome.  They need   
mentoring through the Gospel. I believe it is important for us to have a YWAD Fund to benefit the young 
people, enabling them to attend University, Colleges and vocational Schools.  This will help them get out of 
the rut of poverty and  hopelessness, but instead, provide an avenue for becoming productive citizens, 
who ultimately, we pray, will also be used by God in their professions for Kingdom work.   

Youth With A Difference (YWAD) Group: 



  
 
 

As a result of 
our growth we 
have needed to 
expand, with 
the construc-
tion of the new 
academic 
building contin-

uing, still in process, as funds come in, 
and with adding new teachers. Praise 
be to God for his hand in every step! 

Pillars Group: 
We are excited to see 5 Pillar’s men receive 
their Certificate of Completion and ready to 
embark on their new businesses, having 
grateful hearts to those who generously  

contributed 
micro-loans 
for these 
men.  We 
pray there will 
be rewards 
and blessings 
out of this. 

 
Mark your calendars for Tuesday, December 6, 2022.  

PAAV is excited to participate in  Colorado Gives Day! We invite YOU, YOUR     
FAMILY AND FREINDS for this 24 hour campaign when Colorado comes together to 
raise funds for local nonprofits. Help us surpass last year’s money raised of $2,500! 

 

It’s easy to make your tax-deductible gift that will make a difference! 
1. Go to  www.coloradogives.org  
2. Search for  PAAV  under “Find a Nonprofit” 

3. Follow the prompts to make your gift (one-time or recurring)  
4.    You may give on December 6, or choose to schedule your donation early!   
 
Come support and celebrate our accomplishments making good happen for the school 
and community of Gitombo B, Kenya.  Please visit  paav-gitombo.com  for more infor-
mation about PAAV.  THANK YOU! 
 
In servanthood,  

Wanji and the  PAAV Board:   
Ed Schans, Hal Simpson, Monika Van Kirk, Ken Van Zanten, Jan Roth, Barb DeKruif, Luke Monroe 
 
Please let us know any new contact information so we can keep you informed and our database up to date. Thanks! 

PAAV International Ministries 
PO Box 371014  |  Denver, CO 80237 

www.paav-gitombo.com   |    paav.international@aol.com 

New Academic Building: 

Same products, same price and –no cost to you.  It’s simple and adds up faster the more people involved. 
1. Amazon Smile – Simply go to smile.amazon.com on your web browser. On your first visit, you will be prompted to 

select a charitable organization to receive donations from your AmazonSmile purchases. Select Project Adopt a 
Village International Ministries. Each future order will automatically credit PAAV with 0.5% of the purchase 
price. It’s that simple. 

2. King Soopers/Kroeger Community Relations program – Shoppers set up a onetime digital account on the King 
Soopers website and then select PAAV (Project Adopt a Village International Ministries) as their designated 
charity to receive a % of their purchases on a quarterly basis. When setting up your digital account, input your 
shopping card number and then use that King Soopers shopping card every time you shop to get the donations.  

New Ways to Donate to PAAV – Spread the Word and Tell your 
Family and Friends!  Thank You!! 

https://u8133916.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=VbUaVyuI0YV2fdf-2FRxKYK-2B49speOtMBC4E9R6V5njL2UFms6r-2F-2BwEfKwI7njNVYl2DRmRXh9yQvaWh06DZIDs5zRhkbkwGp2p33DaDWXI2A-3DMPg9_bVxbdI0xq4hzyEUOOG-2FVOXRL4Svq9kP6nZYeGtflHt-2BC3oSMypWD-2FNuBBqQc4uTld8mHbUL5-2BtBvRr8-2F

