
 
 

 Wanji’s US visit  

 PAAV Presses on 

 Pillars Men’s Group 

 “Buy A Brick” & CO Gives Day 

PAAV’s Mission 

Statement: 

 

“Bringing hope and 

opportunity to the 

children of Gitombo 

B through               

Christ-centered      

education.” 

PAAVING THE WAY                         
IN KENYA…  

A Note From Wanji 
 

“Oh give THANKS to the Lord, for he is good, for His steadfast love  
endures forever.” Ps. 107:1 
 

2021 Thanksgiving time is and will be exceptionally memorable for me in 
the sense that I have so much to be thankful for! I am back home, but as 
I look back onto all the heartening and reassuring encounters I have had 
and the places I have been during my recent trip, my heart is humbled. 
God has been faithful.  My trip took me to Germany where I met with 
some of our PAAV partners, while I spent some of the Fall season in 
Denver, with a long weekend trip to remember in Arizona. I had thought 
that I would have sufficient time to meet up with all of you my friends, 
go to the mountains,  rest, and enjoy the Fall season. Turned out that 
time was very short. I’m sad that I could not meet with nor even call 
most of you.   I only got as far as the Foothills for a couple short hikes!  
However, I am thankful for those I was able to meet with or talk to over 
the phone,  as well as the many I met, new friends and old, at the PAAV 
Dessert event.  
 
Please know that I am so thankful for each and every one of you.        
Because of you PAAV has reached/acquired great milestones, evident   
in the nurture of our children, the continued transformation of our staff, 
and to some extent the parents.  You, 
through PAAV are instrumental in giving 
a holistic education to the children, 
thereby changing families and the     
community at large. To God be the glory! 

 
 

 
The Lord bless you & keep you;                                                                

Chaplain Wanji, President PAAV International Ministries  

Gitombo, Kenya Newsletter  
 



 

Besides the wonderful one on one visits, I am thankful for the continued support 
and welcoming spirit of Sun Village Community Church in Arizona, and in Denver: 
the Highline Community Church,  Christ Community Church, Lord of the Hills Church, 
four wonderful missions-oriented Churches whose Pastors sanctioned/granted me 
an opportunity to do a PAAV-Gitombo presentation to the congregation. Thank you! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
  

PAAV is pressing on!       
Out of this recent visit PAAV has entered a relationship with 
Give Hope Global an organization whose training           
materials will be very helpful in the PAAV Men Pillars 
group. That anticipated training will help our parents, 
starting with the men to acquire sustainable skills.  
 
Brad Simpson, a computer specialist, has introduced the Raspberry Pie computer for 
use at our school. We look forward to more computer usage in the school. PAAV is 
pressing on. Thanks to you! 

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”  Col. 4:2 

PAAV Fall Fundraising Dessert: 
 
A wonderful evening was spent in late October at the PAAV Fall Dessert, which included an African Market, silent 
auction and hearing from PAAV founder Wanji.  She talked about PAAV-Gitombo Community School, the new  
Pillars men’s ministry, how Covid-19 has impacted us, as well as future plans for PAAV.   

 
“To all of the supporters of the PAAV ministry, we want to say 
THANK YOU!  If you were at our dessert you heard Wanji talk 
about the exciting growth at the school in Gitombo B, with over 140       
students currently.  I said at the dessert that our goal was to raise 
$30,000.  At $29,558 we came very close to that goal and we give 
thanks to God for you!   

 
 
Along with our successes we also have unexpected expenses.  So we are 
asking with this letter that you would prayerfully consider an end of year 
gift to PAAV.   

Thank you for supporting the ministry of PAAV.” 
Ed Schans, Board Chair 

 
 

Wanji’s US Visit  



 

The Pillars Group, a ministry to our male parents 
has been going on very well. Between 13-17 

men meet on Sunday afternoons for Bible 
Study and relevant discussions. We have 
started using the Navigators “Growing in 
Christ,” guide and 
that is going on 
every well.  
We have already started the Hope 
Business Program training:  “ 
Starting and Growing Your Own  

Business.” James Macharia, a Gitombo resident, a graduate, is more than     
willing to use the materials to train  “his fathers!” The men are excited that 
one of their “sons” is educated to come back and help them.  This is exciting! 

 

It feels good to be back home.  I was welcomed back by jovial and healthy    
children, and the staff.  It is obvious that while I was away the school and the 

ministries went on without a hitch. The teachers and the 
non-teaching 
staff took care 
of the school, 
did their 
work, did the 
weekly Bible 

Studies, and Sunday School.  The 
staff have understood that they get 
equipped so that in return they 
will teach others. And the things you 
have heard….. entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others (2Timothy 2:2)  

    BACK HOME : PAAV PRESSES ON…. 

Pillars Group: 

 

As part of the Pillar’s group, we organized a fun 
interactive event for all men who are               
supposedly responsible for our 
students, with the intent of 
encouraging bonding between 
the men and their children.  
52 men came.  This was a completely new     
experience for them and men and children truly  

enjoyed the event; hilarious to 
watch.  I had a session with the men 
talking about the school’s successes 
and challenges, with a challenge to the 
men to come alongside their children’s 
journey.  This is an important first step to 

restore the dignity of educating their child and building the home.   

“Papa’s Day”: 



  
 
 

We are open to have you come visit in 2022 and beyond. This 
invite is for you, your children, grandchildren, church group 
and friends to take at least two weeks for a different life      
experience at PAAV-Gitombo through: 
- Teaching, evangelism and fellowship with the children and 
staff. 
-Imparting  or sharing some skills - “ freely you have received; 
freely give..” 
- Doing some farm work: chickens, cows, garden. 
-Working on the school construction. 
Let us know early enough and we will plan for you! 

Search For Wanji’s 
Help: 

 As the school is growing 
so is the need for more 
staff. For one, I have 
started to look for some-
one to work with and 
groom to help me with 
the PAAV ministries here 
in Kenya including the 
school. The Board and I 
have been discussing and praying about next 
steps. Please join us in this valuable search. 

PAAV Invites YOU and YOUR FRIENDS  
to Support the Children and Community of Gitombo B on  

Colorado Gives Day, Tuesday, December 7th!  
 
This year, for the first time, PAAV will participate in  Colorado Gives Day! We encourage PAAV Supporters to give a 
recurring or one time gift AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS THAT THEY CAN SUPPORT PAAV THIS WAY, TOO!   
 

It’s easy to make your gift! 
1. Go to  www.coloradogives.org  
2. Search for  PAAV  under “Find a Nonprofit” 
3. Follow the prompts to make your gift (one-time or recurring) 

  
You may give on December 7, or choose to schedule your donation early!   
 
When you give to PAAV through Colorado Gives Day, you are participating in an annual 
statewide movement to celebrate and increase philanthropy in Colorado. 
AND...YOU are doing a GREAT THING!  
 
In servanthood,  

Wanji and the  PAAV Board:   
Ed Schans, Hal Simpson, Monika Van Kirk, Ken Van Zanten, Jan Roth, Barb DeKruif, Luke Monroe 
 
 

Moving?  Please let us know your new contact information so we can keep you informed and our database up to date. 
Thanks! 

PAAV International Ministries 
PO Box 371014  |  Denver, CO 80237 

www.paav-gitombo.com   |    paav.international@aol.com 

Mission Trips: 

Buy A Brick Campaign:  The school is growing. We need more space 

to accommodate more classrooms, home science, and laboratory rooms by March 2022. 
The plan is to construct a 4-level building on the limited space that we have. As a Board we 
have approved the fundraising for this construction.  Phase 1 costs (first floor only) will be 
$40,000.  There are several opportunities to participate in this  Buy a Brick Campaign. You 
may opt to buy any of the materials namely: sand, cement, stones, metal bars, paint, 
doors, windows ,etc., or pay for the labor. If you are a builder, you could bring a team!   
We would be so grateful for your participation on this important journey!  We’re trusting in God’s provision! 

https://u8133916.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=VbUaVyuI0YV2fdf-2FRxKYK-2B49speOtMBC4E9R6V5njL2UFms6r-2F-2BwEfKwI7njNVYl2DRmRXh9yQvaWh06DZIDs5zRhkbkwGp2p33DaDWXI2A-3DMPg9_bVxbdI0xq4hzyEUOOG-2FVOXRL4Svq9kP6nZYeGtflHt-2BC3oSMypWD-2FNuBBqQc4uTld8mHbUL5-2BtBvRr8-2F

