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PAAVING THE WAY                         
IN KENYA…  
Impact of Covid-19 in Gitombo; 
Virus makes us global neighbors 
 
As I write I am restricted to my house, as are most of you, while I should be in 
Denver at this time.  Truly, we plan but God executes (Proverbs 16:9). I am 
humbled by that verse. I am actually so happy that I did not make the trip given 
all the work taking place here and the prevailing circumstances. God knew all 
along that this would happen and that I would not travel to the US, and that 
the Banquet would not take place in April 2020.  We evidently all face one ene-
my who has made us global neighbors, but trust the one Sovereign Lord who is 
God above all. My heart goes to all who have been affected by COVID-19, here 
in Kenya and all our PAAV brothers and sisters in the US and beyond. I know 
the impact on the US has been brutal. COVID-19 is for sure no respecter of per-
sons or places but has affected every home. For PAAV-Gitombo this impact is 
much more felt since all the schools closed. The children were sent home in 
totally unprepared circumstances, without homework and without reading 
materials. While it is a good thing that the schools were closed, having the chil-
dren at home adds more challenges for the parents.  The houses have little 
space to accommodate whole families and not enough space for the children 
to do their homework; food supply is inadequate. Thankfully water is available; 
although, soap is costly. Social distancing is brutal and hard for a people who 
are so community interrelated, so they also fail to adhere to the directives.  
Moreover, the curfew is on! The curfew has both good and bad side-effects, 
good in the sense that, though crammed in a limited space, families are togeth-
er, but face the downside of inevitable domestic conflicts.  “And we know that 
in all things God works for the good of those who love him,…”  Romans 8:28 
 
The Banquet as you already know has been postponed to the Fall.  We howev-
er, understandably still need funds to run the school and take care of the ongo-
ing projects, and mostly to sponsor children in boarding schools.  Presently, we 
are repairing the roof that has been leaking badly. See more about the above 
needs and our recent celebrated milestones of God’s doing at PAAV-Gitombo 
in this newsletter. 

The Lord bless you & keep you;                                                                
Chaplain Wanji, President PAAV International Ministries  
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We have seven on-going classrooms, namely: Kindergarten, Preparatory classes 1 & 2, 
Grades 1-4.  Each class has its own needs and challenges. 
Right now the school is closed due to COVID-19.  At home, 
the children have started to grow restless for lack of things 
to do.  They have been consuming the COVID-19 news that 
is on vernacular and English radio stations. So they are 
affected in different ways mentally and emotionally. Sanitiz-
ers and masks previously unknown to them are gradually 
making their way to Gitombo. The teachers have prepared 

homework for the children but printing copies has proved inconvenient. We have already run 
out of ink before finishing all the copies! Photocopying would have made that easier. Our 
teachers are distributing copies to the children at home each week.  
The Sponsored Boarding children  
These are our future emerging leaders. We have 15 children in secondary school. The first 5 should go on to University or 
College upon completion in 2022.  These children work hard at school and in the library during the holidays. They are aware 

that but for the sponsorship, they would not be getting the education they have received. I 
am concerned for four children in secondary school who are not currently sponsored. Their 
sponsors have fallen off along the way.  Please, if any of you are able, would you help these 
children finish secondary school at $100, a month? 
 
In our last Newsletter, we sent you an appeal for three children, Peter, Jane and James that 

desperately needed sponsorship/support.  James got an immediate 
and loving sponsor! Praise the Lord. Thank you, Karen for choosing to 
help educate James. I have met with James twice since he went to 
boarding school and I have witnessed transformation. This boy who 
lived with his grandmother cares about school now.  With a beaming 

smile he shared all the good things about his school and how happy he is.  Please pray that James 
maintains that same spirit.  By not being able to afford school, he missed some years.  Looking back 
I remember needing to ask a mother help me shop for James, since he had nothing. Thank you all 
who sponsor children enabling them to advance in their education by attending boarding schools. 

Internet & Dedicated Computer Room at the School 
Thank you for your on-going donations. We now have unlimited internet at the school through a monthly subscription at 
$50 a month.  In addition we have created a simple but dedicated computer room where the 
teachers have been learning and using the internet, basic computer training and are now ca-
pable of doing emails and use basic Microsoft office. This is an amazing milestone for PAAV-
Gitombo.  A few years back imagining a computer in PAAV-Gitombo would have been unfath-
omable and beyond the scope of this community.  Now, the children stand around the com-
puter while someone shows them how a computer works, looking in awe as they try to un-
derstand what it is.  We thank Njoroge for making the counters, and a good place for storage 
and safety purposes.  Due to the current curfew I am now able to keep in touch with the 
teachers through email. This latest development of having a computer room and internet  
access has provided a framework for additional IT work at the school in the future. Indeed we 
look forward to more IT  milestones! We thank God for the laptops donated in 2017.   

Teachers 
I thank God for each and every one of our wonderful teachers that we have, especially at this time.  They work well         
together in a team and are ready to help at any time for the good of our children.  They continue to learn and practice  
computer skills. Plus, the teachers have attended CBC training to make them compliant with Competent Based Curriculum 
(CBC), Kenya’s new education system.   

PAAV-GITOMBO CHILDREN 



 

 
 

 
 

 
The sewing of uniforms continues. We have gone into another level. 
Knitting! While I was in Denver last year, I was blessed with knitting    

machines and yarn donated and shipped. The 
machines are working and we are making 
sweaters for both the children and staff.  

Thank you Lord 
for the donors! Our children are 
also slowly learning how to knit 
and crochet.  We are also thankful 
for the fabric my former neighbor 
Diane donated, some of which is                                                                                              
being used to make masks! 

 

 

The Soma House, our main 
school building, is undergoing total roof repair as a result of major 
damage caused by the intermittent heavy rains we’ve had since 
October 2019.  Now that 
schools are closed, we are 
able to replace the roof.  Re-
placing the tiled roof, mesh 
and specialized plastic paper 
proved too costly, so we opt-
ed for iron sheets, instead.             

 
I thank God for the wonderful maintenance 
team led by Kush, who has done a great work.  
Njoroge the main masonry is a grandfather at 
PAAV-Gitombo and has done all our construc-
tion and woodwork.     The Housekeeping & 
Hospitality women were of tremendous help    
in       taking off the 
roof, by creating a 

chain handing over the tiles to each 
other, and into the wheelbarrow 
to be wheeled off to an off-site pile!    
Thank you for your con- tinued support 
providing the funds to     complete this 
much needed venture.  

Solar Power & Security 
Lately we’ve been experiencing lots of power 
outages at the school making it hard for 

printing, lighting, 
CCTV, phone 
charging etc.  
Thankfully through 
some funds donat-
ed in Germany 
through the efforts 
of Janna Herd, our 

2019 volunteer from Germany, we installed the 
basic solar and bought a photocopying ma-
chine. Unfortunately, since the current solar 
system capacity is not able to fully support our 
school power needs namely, water pump, pho-
tocopying machine, video projection etc. we 
will need to upgrade its capacity.  The Solar up-
grade will cost $1,700.00 
  
We have beefed up security by installing CCTV 
cameras that thankfully now run on solar. In 
line with that we have employed a dedicated 
night guard.  

On this one acre piece of land, close to the school, 
we have lots of activities. The maize we planted has 

already been harvested; the grass we planted has grown. Soon a playing field for our 
children will be ready. The rest of the land has crops, trees, bananas, and hay for the 
cows. Our cows are increasing. We had a male calf born last month, and another calf 
comes soon.  The cows provide milk for the children and staff, while the rest of the 
milk is sold to the Coop Dairy.   The funds from this are needed for paying the       
caretaker, to buy extra dairy food, salts and on occasion to pay for the vet visits. 

Uniform Services 

Tumaini Place 

Roof Project 



Uncertainty 
 

No one knows when Corona virus will be history, when schools will open,  
when life will return to normal as we know it, if it ever will. We will pray for  
each other. There has been a lockdown of Nairobi and most major cities in the  
country removing county to county movements. This has greatly curtailed my  
nearly daily trips to Gitombo.  I am thankful this is happening at a time when  
the roof is almost done.  After cleaning up the debris everything must be put  
back inside Soma House, the library, offices and classrooms. The lord will  
make a way as I direct remotely.  At least the school is still closed.  I covet your  
prayers for strength, stamina and wisdom in all of this.   

Challenges 

Our children have grown and are growing in body mind and spirit. What is next for 
them?  
Some of our sponsored boarding school children finish secondary school and will go 
on to join, God willing, a university or college. For now, they know the sponsorship 
is up to secondary school level. Each case is however, different depending on the 
sponsor!  

 

 As for our over 90 little boys and 
girls in PAAV- Gitombo Communi-
ty School, we need to                                                                                  
be more strategic.   The seniors, 
whom we originally started with  
are in Grade 4 for now. They will finish Grade 6 in two years to join Junior 
secondary school. Please pray for the future of these children.  

Thanksgiving Note === AsanteNote 

While focusing on the COVID-19 news on Kenya, I am also following the news on America which from this side sounds 
grim. As a result I and PAAV-Gitombo community are praying for you.  I like to remind us that without our PAAV friends 
in America and their great support we in PAAV-Gitombo would not be where we are.  Simply put, there would be no 
school. While the COVID-19 is hitting hard/or impact is felt , I have received communication from the hardworking 
PAAV Board telling me how you have continued to give in spite of the Banquet not taking place in April.  We have cov-
ered great milestones at PAAV-Gitombo because of you. Our children have and continue to be transformed by educa-
tion because of you. On my part and on behalf of all PAAV-Gitombo community we want to say asante sana to each 
and every one of you for truly MAD (making a difference) in this corner of the globe! We are praying for you dear 
friends across the Ocean, the best gift we can give you at this time. Please know that every one of you and your        
support is valuable to us. May the Lord immensely bless you and hide you under his Wings always.       
 
Asante Sana! 
Wanji, and the PAAV Board:  Ed Schans, Hal Simpson, Debi Borger, Monika Van Kirk, Ken Van Zanten,  Jan  Roth 
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