
Congratulations 
To our three sponsored boarding school  chi ldren who did
the Grade 8 primary exam! 

We and the community are overjoyed that the three children
have passed and have been selected to join good secondary
schools in the nation. The marks were out of 500 marks. The
top student in the nation acquired 440 marks.  See page 2 for
more details.
 
Thank you sponsors and all your prayers and great support.
God bless you in amazing ways as you continue to educate our
children.
I also want to thank God for ComeJuu Academy School, where
we have been sending our primary school children. They have
prepared our children well. We will now have 13 children
attending secondary school in different schools in Kenya.
Thank you ComeJuu!
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To give hope and opportunity 
to the children of Gitombo 

through Christ- centered education



"Life is the most difficult exam. Many

people fail because they try to copy

others, not realising that everyone has a

different question paper."

Mary Wairimu Kuria – 417 Marks. We thank God for
her first sponsor, but has since dropped off. Mary has
been accepted in Pangani Girls, a very competitive
national school in Nairobi. I believe God will bring forth
another sponsor to see Mary through secondary
school education. Mary’s mother works as a casual
labourer. We pray that we may have another sponsor
for this amazing girl. Could that be you? Please let us
know. 
 
Stephen Kiarie- 389 Marks Stephen’s dad died some
years back. His mother who is not able to work due to
an illness has been taking care of Stephen and his
brother. How I thank God for Stephen’s sponsor and
Jonathan, your heartfelt sponsorship, letters of
encouragement, video greetings, gifts have all paid
off! Stephen amazed the school and us all by passing
so well! He and his mother are so appreciative of you
and pray for you daily! Thank you Gillian and Jonathan.
 
John Ndegwa – 375 marks. John has had two great
celebrations. As soon as he finished the exam, he went
through circumcision the traditional rite of passage for
all boys at ages 13-14 years.I thank God for Pat, who
has been faithfully sponsoring John since our God led
phone call and the Depenbrock’s who brought you in
my life!  Circumstances speak for themselves . Without
your sponsorship John would not have come this far.
His mother looks for any given opportunity to thank
and  pray for you.

 

OUR CHILDREN
Very Proud of You!!!
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417 Marks
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375 Marks

389 Marks



BOARDING 
SCHOOL

Focus & Independence

Evidently, there are more benefits to
boarding school education for the
older children  because boarding
schools provide a conducive
environment for learning. 

The children have a place to sit and

study unlike those coming from

homes where there is limited space

and no electricity. The boarders are

more focused on the studies rather

than day scholars who have to deal

with household chores and farm

work. 

As a result, the boarders have once

again scored much better than the

days scholars in boarding schools.

 

Kenya has 42 tribes all speaking
different tribes. In boarding schools
as children intermingle with others
from different tribes, they have to
inevitably speak either in English or
Swahili, the national language. 
 
The children in boarding schools
begin to form a different culture not
based on tribes where children from
different tribes can form friendships
and live in harmony. 
 
More than that both rural and urban
children meet and intermingle in
boarding schools, While those
relationships could impact in different
ways rather than “not always
positively, but they start to learn how
live independently and making life
choices even in the choice of friends. 
 
Our vision and hope that in the
future. God willing we will provide
boarding facilities for our older
children.

 

The boarders
are more

focused on
the studies
rather than

day scholars
who have to

deal with
household
chores and

farm work.  



THE OCTOBER 5TH 
PAAV-COMMUNITY FUN DAY 

The day brought much fun to the Gitombo
families and friends. All participated by
playing fun games, race competitions etc.
We received food donations and funds
towards buying a second cow. 
 
The Cow fund ($113) which I believe will
soon come! Thanking God for the
Armstrong’s who initiated and funded the
cow project. God bless you!
 
The event and the cow drive was
instrumental in creating an awaxreness of
PAAV-Gitombo ministries, presence and
activities and inviting local support- a good
beginning!

PAAV-GITOMBO COMMUNITY
SCHOOL CLOSING DAY

On October 24th we held the closing day
event at the school, that involved the
children, teachers and parents to celebrate
and appreciate the school year 2019 with
the promise of a great school year ahead!
Get more details about this amazing day in
the PAAV Gitombo monthly newletter, The
Monthly Peep (November issue.)
Part of the fun was graduating and
transitioning the children from their old
classrooms to the January 2020 classes
through ribbon cutting! The schools opens
on January  6.
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December 8 -    Janna’s Farewell & early            
                                 Christmas celebration
 
December 11 - Janna leaves for Germany
 
December 12 -  Kenya’s Independent Day
 
December 22 -  Celebrate the Grade 8 children,    
                                 &Sunday School attendees
 
December 25 -  Christmas Day
 
December 31 -  End of the year
 
January        6 -   School Re-opens
 

 Important Dates



CHRISTMAS CAROLS & GOODBYES

 On this day the community came together to bid farewell to Janna, but also sing Christmas carols
together. Different groups presented thanking God for Janna and sending her home with their much felt
love.The Secondary boarding school children presented a skit on the birth of Jesus Christ, in which they
involved all children. The PAAV-Gitombo parents amazed us all through a skit expressing their
appreciation of the school and efforts made in the education of their children. The skit  was rib cracking
and sent everyone in the crowd breaking out in laughter, above all the point was made, PAAV’s work is so
much appreciated in Gitombo. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The school caretaker took the microphone and sang at the amazement of the children and us all. Janna
finally talked. Janna expressed her appreciation and thanksgiving for the hospitality she has received
from the community, making her feel at home far away from home. She said how all her unknowns had
been busted as she got to know the Gitombo people, the children, and Wanji's family. Describing her
feelings she said she was leaving with “one eye crying and the eye smiling, ” to go back to Germany to do
an internship in a hospital in preparation for medical school later in the year. 
She however, gave a promise to come back “home,” in Kenya in the month of July! She said the way she
had come in is not the same way she had left Kenya. She had grown and matured in many ways having
learned the people’s way of life.
 
 
 

 

Truly, it was another memorable events in our lives, saying “Kwaheri ya Kuonana” meaning bye, bye
and see you soon. The event was also a community celebration of Christmas. Her almost six months
stay has made her our first long-term volunteer. How we all miss our beloved Janna. We will be
praying for her. She will continue to live in our hearts
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Thank you for bringing an awareness
of Gitombo in America!

 

Julius (Caretaker)The birth of Jesus Skit



THE LIBRARY

More books have been added

to the children continue to

read. However, readership is

down as most children are now

helping their parents with

coffee picking during this peak

season.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

We have continued to study the book of Genesis and left off at Genesis 24 to start reading the nativity
narratives. The children are learning Christmas Carols and Memory Verses.
 
Every child who comes to Sunday school has a folder with the Bible Studies they have done. 
They leave the folders at school. However, on December 22nd we will hold a graduation of attendance.
They can then take the folders to show their parents what they have been doing! 
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ROOFING 
We have had to deal with unusual amounts of rain during

this short rains season. While it has been a blessing for the

country, with the crops growing and the country becoming

green; there has been many sad cases of desolation through

flooding, people being swept away, landslides and

destruction of roads,  homes and properties, nationwide.

By God’s grace we’ve been spared from such extreme

devastation. However, we now have a leaking roof, in Soma

House the main school building. The roof needs to be

redone, once the rain season is over in anticipation of the

expected long rains in March/April. Roofing: please help us

in this or your continued donations will go towards a new

roof

WATER TREATMENT 
The public health officials visited the school, and found the
community water that comes to our school in need of treatment.
From now, the water will have to be treated.
Rainwater remains our best water! We have had lots of heavy rain
during November and December, but unfortunately most of it got
wasted due to a lack of gutters and storage. Since we’re expecting
a long, dry season in January and February we need to think about
water storage.
The plan is to seek help with gutter installation in Bidii and Baraka
House, and buy storage tanks for harvesting the rain water. and
acquire three storage tanks. The current rain season has created
several power outages reminding us of the necessity of an
alternative. 

 

Following a donation  from Brad a committed PAAV donor who is also passionate about computer programs, we are
working hard to install the Raspberry pi at PAAV-Gitombo. Brad has had this vision for our school for some time now. 
The vision is coming to fruition. Having given the PAAV Board and myself (Wanji) a demonstration of this program, he
went ahead and purchased and sent the Raspberry gadget.
 
On our part here in Kenya, we have to get the right people who are capable of understanding and training the teachers at
PAAV-Gitombo. We are on the move! We are so thankful to God for this soon to be a reality milestone for PAAV-Gitombo.
Two deterrents stand in the way now, or to deal with: Security and dedicated power resource. We need help with
installation of CCTV cameras and Solar installation: following the regular power outages that take days before the power
comes back, there is need to look for another alternative. We are praying for support in this regard.

R A S P B E R R Y  P I
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RENOVATIONS AND
CONSTRUCTION

 

We continue to thank God for the Highline
Community Church that made it possible to
transform our kitchen into a smoke free cooking
room. The funds donated enabled us order for a
stove, a sink and food warmer 'all made in Thika',
about 30 miles from Gitombo. Upon installation
another donation from the Simpsons helped with
the kitchen renovation and indoor plumbing.  
Thank you all for our new kitchen! 
The entrance between the kitchen and the Baraka
House dining room has been covered to making
the covered area function useful as a serving
station. 

As the school grows we have needed more space.
And so while the children are away, we have taken
the opportunity to create more rooms and enlarge
some of the classrooms. 
Two classrooms in particular, had become too
crowded. The expansion also enabled us to be
compliant with the official standards for classroom
sizes as requested by the government officials. 
 
 

This is a workroom constructed following an
earlier request from the teachers to have
storage and work area not available in the
space -limiting classrooms. While the work on
the inside continued, Kanna and the teachers
organized the materials (crafts, Legos, puzzles
etc.) , and created rules on the use of this
workroom. We thank Good for all who haveto
all who have donated funds and materials
towards this creativity room!

KITCHEN 

SOMA HOUSE
RECONSTRUCTION/EXPANSION

BIDII HOUSE: 
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Serving area



FINALLY...
BY WANJI

As we come to the end of 2019, it is with great

pride that I can look back at the many

accomplishments in Paav-Gitombo. 

 

Everyone involved in this ministry has worked so

hard. I can’t thank everyone enough for your

endless hours of volunteering, organising,

donating and doing whatever was necessary to

support our children at PAAV Gitombo - both in

their lives and at school. 

 

Special thanks to our PAAV Board who, as usual,

went above and beyond the call of duty to

provide whatever was necessary to PAAV

Gitombo’s requirements.

 

To all our sponsors and donors for everything

you have done for us in the past, everything you

still do and will continue to do. Thank you all for

your goodwill embracing this ministry with your

hearts, making a difference in the lives of our

children.

 

We thank God for our teachers who are

committed and work hard with each child and

not to forget the amazing co-operation

between them and parents. A great deal of what

we do in school cannot be achieved without the

parent’s co-operation and backing. Many thanks

and we look forward to working more closely

with the parents in 2020.

 

It has been a year of many changes, all good.

Thanking God for all our volunteers and visitors

to Gitombo. Most important is thanking God

who has made it all possible for connecting us

across the board. We hope that you will

continue to be blessed for your kindness and we

are extremely appreciative of all that you have

done.

 

Have a blessed Christmas.

Yours faithfully

Wanji

(PAAV President& Founder)

 

https://paav-gitombo.com
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