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PAAV’s New Mission 

Statement: 

 

“Bringing hope and 

opportunity to the 

children of Gitombo B 

through               

Christ-centered      

education.” 

PAAVING THE WAY                         
IN KENYA…  
Wanji’s USA visit... 
Being in Denver during the Spring brought tremendous joy and great 
memories of all the years I had lived in this beautiful city. My goal for 
coming back here was to make connections with people and fundraise 
starting with the 5th PAAV Annual Spring Banquet in April. At the event 
I met many friends that truly warmed my heart. Thank you to all who 
attended the event which was remarkably organized by the PAAV Board 
and PAAV Banquet Committee. Great, great people! We are grateful to 
God for this new venue that had more spacious room, parking and a 
wonderful atmosphere. I heard great comments! 
After the Banquet event I spent packed weeks meeting with old and 
new friends. I visited with different people, groups and Churches in 
Denver & Washington  with whom we have reconnected and estab-
lished new relationships. Some people asked me if I was happy to be 
back in Denver, and if this felt better than being in Kenya? My answer 
remains the same: “Life is much easier here in the US, all very good, 
comfortable, with no bumpy potholed roads etc., but my ministry is in 
Kenya for now. I actually missed being home! For sure the challenges 
are many in Kenya, especially in Gitombo.  As an example, we had no 
rain from January –April, so all was very dry and dusty.  The first rain 
came in May 2019.  For us, no rain means water and food scarcity.  The 
impact is great.  But through hardships in Kenya there is also another 
joy that makes ministry much more fulfilling for me and keeps me go-
ing. 
Just to recap what has been happening since I went back to do ministry 
at New Hope Community Center & School.  I have directed the remod-
eling and expansion construction, running the school & center, lead 
Sunday School teacher for the community children, (now co-teaching 
with New Hope School teachers).  I’m gradually making inroads in the 
community!  I live on the northern side of Nairobi, about an hour away 
from Gitombo, but much less when roads are complete — hopefully! 

The Lord bless you & keep you;                                                                
Chaplain Wanji, President PAAV International Ministries  

Gitombo, Kenya Newsletter  



 

 
 

 
 

 

In 2018/2017 NHCCS acquired a 
new face. We have been remod-
eling the house to make more 
classrooms. The main house (top 

left) is now called Soma House, 
holds classrooms for Grades 1-5. 
The container classrooms re-
ferred to as Gold House (top right 

background) houses the admissions 
office and the preprimary class-

rooms. It is hard to believe that this was the shipping container!  A local artist  
created educational visuals  on the walls for the benefit of our growing children.  
 
From 3 students & 1 teacher in 2014 to 80 students & 8 teachers in 
2019!  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.”  Jeremiah 29:11.   Our great team of teachers show 

the students how education is the key to opening doors to be 
what God intended them to be. 
 
Best playing equipment:  balls, car, motor & bicycle tires for 
creative playing.  Soon the swings and merry go round will be 
put back in.  I can confidently state that with God’s help 
through good teacher, food, & play the children are increas-
ingly becoming healthier in many ways 

 
We have a capable group 
of teachers, our 2 male 
teachers who came from a 
renowned Teacher’s      
college in Kenya, who   
exhibit wonderful team-
work, who teach & 
demonstrate the PAAV mission statement at its grassroots.   
 
We’d like to be able to keep them, but need more sponsors.  
Would you consider  
sponsoring a teacher?   
We have a need for a   
special need’s teacher  
and Praise God!...       
Highline Community 
Church has  generously 
offered to sponsor  one. 

Uniforms 

Our school has a new uniform! In 2016, PAAV  
sponsors donated some sewing machines, which 
allowed us to purchase a roll of fabric, provide a job 
for the seamstresses to sew the uniforms in school, 
and therefore, be able give the parents a discount 
on the required uniforms.  In a similar manner we 
plan on acquiring a couple knitting machines and 
yarn and have some parents trained to make school 
uniform sweaters including the hood for the  
children.  You are welcome to help with this project 
of machines and yarn! 

NEW  HOPE COMMUNITY CENTER & SCHOOL (NHCCS) 



 

 
 

 
 

Baraka House, meaning “Blessings”, is a  
reminder of God’s many blessings on us.   
In response to a great need we had, a PAAV 
sponsor from Ireland generously provided 
most of the funds for construction of Baraka 
House, which functions as a multi-purpose 

house; dining room, chapel, and community meeting 
room.  
 
There is a huge testimony to this. “Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these broth-
ers and sisters of mine, you did for me.:  Matthew 
25:40.  We use Baraka House even though it is not 
yet fully completed, ministering to over 120 children. 
We still have a need to buy paint for the walls, tiles 
and install one way glass on the windows. 

Desks and Tables: 
 

Furniture is expensive!  
We found a worthy and cost 
effective way of buying and 
cutting trees to make desks 
and little tables for the chil-
dren, enabling us to employ 
local people, including some 
NHCS parents.   

 
 

 
See the results! 

Water  Crisis:   
 

The Community wa-
ter is running well. 
At the school how-
ever, we had a cri-
sis. Last year our 
well pump was sto-
len.  In January we 
ran out of rain wa-
ter and we were in a 
big crisis. A new 
Government water 
project is allowing 
us to tap in twice a 
week at the school.  
We built a  storage tank with booster pump.     
We are praying the rain water to fill our tank. 

Final Thoughts from Wanji:   
 

In addition to needing more funds to sponsor teachers and students, we are confronted with the dysfunctionalities 
in the families from which our children come from.  Older siblings are tempted with cheap drugs sold locally, alco-
holism of some fathers, and negligent parents.  Possibilities of different ministries present themselves to empower 
these groups to transform the community.   
 

As you pray for PAAV-Gitombo, where could God use you to make a difference in any group?  I am so thankful to all 
the children sponsors for your love and faith in touching lives you have never seen.  How I pray that some of you 
will come to New Hope Community soon!  You are MAD (making a difference) in Gitombo.  Thank you for your  
support and encouragement to me.  I cannot be where I am;  I cannot do what I do in Gitombo without you!   
May the Lord shine his countenance on you.  You are blessed to be a blessing! 



 

PAAV International Ministries 
PO Box 371014 
Denver, CO 80237 
www.paav-gitombo.com 
paav.international@aol.com 

Please join us for  
Coffee & Conversation with Wanji  

 
Saturday, September 30, 2019  

9:00-10:30am  

Connections Church  
2121 Dad Clark Drive, Highlands Ranch 80126  

 

The PAAV Board of Directors invites you to  
enjoy a light breakfast, including Kenyan 

coffee and tea! Join us for fellowship and a 
chance to hear from Wanji via Skype about 

how you are helping children and their     
families in Gitombo!    


