
 

April Banquet 

PAAV held our second Spring Banquet in April. Hosted at Christ 

Community Church, it was a delightful evening with good 

attendance. Thanks to the Banquet Team Committee who 

worked together to make the banquet a success.  

The event raised 

$15,000 on that 

one evening, but 

that figure 

changed in the 

next few weeks 

with more dona-

tions. The final 

sum totaled $32,000! The silent auction set the evening in mo-

tion as guests milled around, bidding and networking. It fea-

tured 43 items and fetched a good lump sum. Thanks to all the 

guests and the table hosts who filled ten tables with their fami-

lies and friends, widening the PAAV scope. We appreciated the 

Ugandan dancing 

group UG-Nest, 

which brought so 

much excite-

ment with their 

magnificent 

dancing and 

drums. We en-

joyed sumptuous 

Kenyan food that 

was created and served by Mabel and Josphat, a Kenyan cou-

ple—people came for second helpings!  As always, Chaplain Jim 

Kok made a wonderful master of ceremonies. 

The funds raised have made it possible to continue with the re-

modeling of the school building 

in Gitombo, to buy extra land, 

provide water and electricity, to 

pave the entrance road to the 

school, do sidewalks, and install 

a gate.   

May-June PAAV Trip to Gitombo 

Wanji, Glea, and Judy left for Gitombo on May 24, 2016. Wanji 

made it in time before her precious granddaughter, Daniela 

Wanji, was born! Judy and Glea visited and formed relation-

ships with the people of Gitombo. They held a sewing class 

for seven women. Glea shared a lesson on Noah with the chil-

dren. Read their fascinating trip report with pictures on our 

website. 

 

 

 

 

 

Out of this group, four women have started an income-

generating activity making physical education uniforms       (t-

shirt and shorts)  for all the New Hope children.  
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Before the storage tank 



 

Wanji spent most of her time split be-

tween family and New Hope School busi-

ness. Prior to her arrival, she was in-

formed that the County Government had 

been harassing the school for lack of an 

official permit to run a school.  She made 

several trips to the county government 

offices and soon learned this was even harder than she had ini-

tially thought it would be! For one, before making an application 

for a permit, the user name needed to be changed from an agri-

cultural plot to an educational environment.  

This part of business is handled by the Physical Planning Depart-

ment and is quite costly. Wanji was referred to one physical 

planner in Nairobi who seemed to be on top of things. He put 

together an application package in conjunction with an archi-

tect. Two months later, Wanji has received news that the ap-

proval has been given. Now the school will get a permit. 

Wanji also had to deal with the installation of electricity which 

had already been paid for in April but had not been brought to 

the site. Multiple trips and fruitless telephone follow-ups almost 

made her give up. Thanks be to God, the Saturday before she 

came back to the US, electricity was installed!  

With electricity on site it was now possible to have the water 

pump Wanji purchased in Nairobi from Davis and Shirtliff in-

stalled that very day. Their staff did the installation, and the 

5,000-litre storage tank was delivered the very Monday Wanji 

was leaving to return to the USA!  An-

other, bigger concrete water-storage 

tank is being constructed to collect rain 

water. The gutters have already been 

purchased and made ready. This means 

our school water problems will be over!  

 
Remodeling of the New Hope Center 

The remodeling continues. The build-
ing looks strikingly beautiful with 
paved walkways. The entry road to 
the school, which was impassable 
during the rainy season in April, now 
has stones. The gate has been in-
stalled—quite a task!  Also, fencing 
and chains and padlocks make the 
compound relatively safe.   

The partitioning on the inside contin-

ues to make sure we have Grade two 

classroom ready in January 2017. 

The upper level and stairways are yet 

to be done. The toilets have been constructed outside. We are 

yet to provide a cistern and a dumpster. No plans are in place 

yet for indoor plumbing at this time. 

The New Hope School 

As far as the education itself, the 46 children in kindergarten 
and Grade 1 are going on very well. It was a delight to visit the 
children and the two teachers. A new teacher was hired after 
Teacher Rosemary was forced by a pregnancy complication to 
take an earlier maternity leave. For sure we will need to hire a 
third teacher in January 2017.   

June 11 Open House 

This event brought together the Gitombo B east and west 
community consisting of parents, 46 New Hope children, and 
our 15 students who have been sponsored for Boarding 
School, plus more than 50 children from the community who 
have been organized by a stay-at-home mom. All these chil-
dren entertained the community. Seeing them together made 
Wanji think that the community is ripe for a vocational Bible 
school!  

The Good News 

As PAAV forges forward to empower and transform Gitombo 
B community, it is evi-
dent that, without the 
Word of God, holistic 
transformation in peo-
ple’s lives is not possi-
ble. In an effort to pro-
vide Bibles to the com-
munity, Wanji followed 
up on a lead for TheoVi-
sion, an organization in 
Nairobi whose mission 
is to translate and make the Bible available in indigenous lan-
guages. They package the Bible in a small gadget called Mega-

voice, which holds two language versions. The Megavoice has 
built-in microphone and can be well heard by groups. It is 
both solar and electricity powered. Today PAAV has four 



 

gadgets in Gitombo B, including one for the school.  The majority 
of the population in Gitombo B is vision challenged, and they 
have not read the whole Bible. It will be wonderful for them to 
listen to the audio version in Kikuyu language, Swahili, or English 
and a great catalyst in the spiritual transformation of Gitombo B! 

Employment 

New Hope has provided employment for full-time staff, namely 

teachers, a caretaker, a cleaner and casual laborers to work as 

needed on a  day work basis. Soon PAAV will hire a coordinator 

who is well acquainted with the village and is able to work with 

Wanji and on-site leaders to manage the details of the ministry.  

Acknowledgement 

Wanji shares, “I am so grateful to the leaders who are at the site 

daily, supervising the construction—especially my mom. Her 

amazing wisdom and great insights have amazed all. She may 

not be good in technology but she has been given a second wind 

for the work. I also want to thank my sister Ruth who leaves her 

business in Nairobi to come to Gitombo every Monday to lead 

the committee meetings and streamline the management of the 

school and site remodeling. Two long-standing leaders, Mr. Wa-

hinya and Mr. Kamau, have requested to be relieved from active 

leadership roles due to health issues. However, they will serve 

on the leadership committee that meets every week.   

“I want to thank you all for your great support, your prayers, 

ideas, and dollars. As I like to say, every dollar counts. The par-

ents pay $3 a month. This money is not enough to run the grow-

ing school, and yet it is too much for them to afford. I request 

that if you can, please start to support the New Hope children at 

$50/month. Together we can love in such a way that these pre-

cious ones can grow physically, and spiritually, to their greatest 

potential. They are the future of Gitombo!  

“I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of the-

se my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!”          - 

Matthew 25:40 NLT 

PAAV international Ministries mission is to adopt and transform impoverished communities by empowering the people to break the cycle of poverty, to eradicate 

oppressive and traditional practices that hinder progress undergirded by values of love, compassion, respect, justice, and a sense of worth for all people. 

Please send your tax-deductible checks to: 

PAAV International Ministries 
9005 E. Lehigh Avenue, #40, Denver CO 80237 
Or give on-line using PayPal.  

Tax ID#: 46-5216590 

www.PAAV-gitombo.com 

Direct your questions to: 

Chaplain Wanji Mukunga  
mukungaw@q.com or 303.483.5228 

Save the  Date! Saturday October 8, 2016 ,7pm for 
a sacred music concert in  Denver. 

Future possibilities! We are making plans for New 
Hope Center to begin doing vegetable gardens and 
keeping chickens. Watch for more information 

https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=5bUekMv1lKCR_Py1jalKChh2nnENBlGR1KbIq9cJ2w_QfZrmL1vLDf5-2iG&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8d64813b57e559a2578463e58274899069
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=u4EOvoPjldpxXoztdHVWPCevbHsk_fnhlSpnfxu1NdQ-h2FXLtwcfXWSH6G&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8de2b8031b89187c030b37e57608011f58


 
August Update 

More than a school . .  . it is New Hope Center (NHC)! 

Much has happened since I finished the July newsletter.  For one, the  concrete storage tank is finally  finished!  The gutters, fitted 

to collect rain water plus water from the well will give us sufficient water for the school and to grow vegetables! NHC is now grow-

ing vegetables, starting to rear chickens, etcetera, so the children can be involved. In the future the center can sell the vegetables  

to help offset the electricity bill, which is a good goal!  

We have now employed a PAAV coordinator who will be a bridge between us and all the activities at the New Hope Center. We 

have also identified a book keeper who is  working on a part-time basis, as needed.  

Community Spiritual Formation 

On Sunday August 14, 2016, 52 children from the community attended the first ever Vacation Bible School! That is a huge mile-
stone. The children do not have Bibles, but they listened to the MegaVoice. We are seeking ways to feed the children on the Word 
of God, which transforms!  I am, and I’m sure you are, envisioning our future transformed lead-
ers!  An Adult Bible Study will soon take place. 

You and PAAV are making a huge difference in Gitombo B community through the education of 

the children and the efforts for spiritual formation. 

What is next?  There are many glaring needs, some of which are listed below. Before you read 

them, please know that this is how you can best help: Please consider making a monthly contri-

bution of $25, $30, $40, $50, $100 or whatever amount you can afford!  Also, if you would like 

to meet a specific need listed below, let us know and we will contact you to let you know the 

size of the donation necessary to do that. Please mail or email this form back with the coupon 

at the bottom filled in. Some of the needs are the following: 

 School tuition for the children  

 Children’s play equipment for the school 

 Remodeling of indoor plumbing 

 Buy Bibles–The Gideon’s office in Nairobi had run out of Bibles! 

 Chickens and chicken feed 

 Vegetable garden 

—————————————————————————————————————— 
Yes, I would like to contribute to PAAV for New Hope Center/School. 
    I would like to make a monthly pledge of     $ _____________ 

     I would like to make a one-time donation to cover the need for    ___________________________ 

Name ___________________________________ Email Address   _________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________City ____________________ State _____ Zip _______ 
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