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I thank my God upon every remembrance of you for all you have done and con�nue to do in Gitombo. So what is 
going on in Gitombo?  I will give you an update based on my on-going telephone communica�on with the three 
leaders that head the three established departments, namely: Water, Educa�on, and Construc�on.

Water: The people of Gitombo con�nue to enjoy the water flowing in the Village. For those who may not know, we 
drilled a 250 meter (820 �) bore hole to provide water in Gitombo. Many families have since bought meters so that 
each family pays for electricity based on what they use. I understand things are going very well with the water 
commi�ee in charge of the water distribu�on. Water is life!

Educa�on: The temporary class that was constructed in January, started with 3 children is fast growing. 

Children Sponsorship: In August I received requests from Gitombo to help send 6 older 
children to a�end boarding schools. These are 4 boys and two girls who have 
demonstrated poten�al to con�nue with educa�on and not drop-out as typically 
happens, when children are in their adolescence.  There are many reasons why children 
drop-out of school, the main reasons being: lack of conducive learning atmosphere, 
parental support and encouragement, tui�on, and of course lack of role models, etc. 
Would you like to have the fulfillment of being instrumental in changing a life by 
suppor�ng any of these 9-13 year olds and enabling their a�endance at a boarding 
school in Kenya?

Please let me know and I will then send you their informa�on. The sponsorship, at $80 a month takes care of both 
tui�on and boarding expenses.  One child can be sponsored by an individual, a family, a Bible study group or a Sunday 
school class, etc. For whichever child you are blessed to help, you will be able to communicate with them and who 
knows, visit them in Gitombo! May you one day celebrate the joy of seeing a child's life changed. 

According to the recent report there are now 20 smiling children, ages 3-5, who a�end school daily –including the one 
on top of the desk!

From the pictures it is obvious that the children are doing well; full of life with their 
loving and commi�ed teacher, Margaret. Her salary is paid by a couple here in Denver. 
Recently, Our Father Lutheran Church in Centennial, Colorado provided funds for her 
furniture: a teacher's desk/table and a cabinet. God bless you all!  The school was on 
recession during the month of August and reopened in September. The kids are taught 
using three languages, namely: Kikuyu, the mother tongue, Swahili, the na�onal 
language, but mostly taught in English. 

Looking and comparing the faces of the 
children in the May pictures and the 
September pictures it is remarkable 
how the children have changed. I am so 
touched. Thanks be to God! The 
children seem rela�vely happier and 
much more se�led.



We need to send funds to buy building materials, namely: stones, sand, cement, pillars, etc., pay for labor, and quicken 
the construc�on so the children will have a class in January 2015.
 

 PAAV “Books Give Wings” project - I am very commi�ed to star�ng a library in Gitombo.  In that regard I am looking 
for someone to lead this project whose ac�vity entails collec�ng and shipping books to Gitombo. This venture is very 
close to my heart. I grew up without books and the story has not changed much in Gitombo. Interes�ngly, it is 
possible to count the total number of books available in the whole village; it is impossible to count the number of 
books around us! So let us collect and send appropriate books, including Bibles, to Gitombo. If you or someone you 
know would want drive this ac�vity, please let me know. Books give wings!

Barbara Martin, Bill Scholten,
Glea Rietema-Scholten, Hal Simpson,
Carol Simpson (not in the picture),
Chaplain Wanji, Deanna Adami with Samantha

I have been mee�ng every month with the PAAV board that represents you to 
report and discuss what is going on in Gitombo. I am so thankful and truly 
appreciate every one of them and the �me they devote to PAAV and Gitombo. 
PAAV has a bank account with First Bank, from which we are able to wire 
funds directly to the two Gitombo accounts in Kenya that deal with educa�on 
and construc�on respec�vely. The leaders in Gitombo in return are 
responsible for these accounts. For accountability and transparency purposes, 
they have formed three-some signatories for each account. The bank is not 
too far from Gitombo.

I want to thank all those who have been giving to PAAV on regular basis.  You have encouraged me to carry on the 
PAAV mission whose goal is the transforma�on of Gitombo, especially through the educa�on of children. The people 
of Gitombo as well say thank you and pray for you. For your informa�on, the temporary class is also used over the 
weekends for the village monthly prayer fellowship that transcends the 12 denomina�ons represented in Gitombo! 
The prayers cover all the village's new developments and always remember their donor friends in the US. I am thrilled 
by this because when the people in Gitombo come together to pray, they mean business! I know you pray for them 
too.

I have given you an array of giving possibili�es for Gitombo. I know you have been fulfilled by the joy of water in 
Gitombo. Please let us con�nue to delight in being a blessing to bring about new life in Gitombo. By your dona�on you 
will make a las�ng difference in the life of a child, a family, and the community at large.

For more pictures, please check out the PAAV website:  .www.paav-gitombo.com
If you have any ques�ons, comments, or sugges�ons, don't hesitate to contact me. We will discuss it at the PAAV 
Board mee�ng if need be. 

PAAV International Ministries mission is to adopt and transform impoverished communities by  empowering the 
people to break the cycle of poverty, to eradicate oppressive and traditional practices that hinder progress 
undergirded by values love, compassion, respect, justice and a sense of worth for all people.

“Whatsoever you do for the least of these brothers and sisters of mine you do unto me…” Ma�hew 25:40

 Please send your tax-deduc�ble check to:
PAAV Interna�onal Ministries, 9005 E Lehigh Avenue, #40, Denver, CO 80237.

Construc�on: Plans are in place to start to 
build the school as part of the mul�-purpose 
building that will hold classrooms, a clinic, a 
community fellowship hall, and a library.  For 
now we will construct only two levels at 
$100,000.00 but with a good founda�on for more levels in the future.

http://www.paav-gitombo.com/
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